
The undersigned Pietro Columba was born in Palermo on 27/11/1958, graduated in Agricultural 

Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture of Palermo on 14/01/1982, with highest honors. 

On 19/06/87 he received the title of Philosophy Doctor in Agricultural Economics and Policy. 

Full Professor in Agricultural economics and land valuation from January 4 2008 at the University 

of Palermo. 

 

RECENT TEACHING ACTIVITY 

• Yearly teaching “Institutions of Economics” (60 hours, 6 credits) at the Master of Science and 

technologies in Agriculture, University of Palermo; 

• Yearly teaching discipline and “Economy of quality and certification”, (60 hours, 6 credits), 

Teaching of Quality, certification and marketing of agri-food system (120 hours, 12 CFU), in the 

course of Bachelor of Science in Entrepreneurial Management and Quality System for Agro-Food, 

University of Palermo; 

• Lectures (8 hours) Course to Master Level II: "Governance, logistics and quality of the food 

chain" for the module "Governance and Management of Food Chain and enterprise", University of 

Palermo. 

• Lectures (8 hours) Course to Master Level II: "Culture and Communication of taste" for the 

module "economics of quality and certification", University of Palermo. 

• Lectures (8 hours) Course to Master Level II: "Governance, logistics and quality of the food 

chain" for the module "Governance and Management of Food Chain and enterprise", University of 

Palermo. 

• Lectures (8 hours) Course to Master Level II: "Hydraulic management and soil conservation" for 

the module "convenience judgment on public investments", University of Palermo. 

• Lectures (10 hours) Course to Master Level: "Hospitality management Food & Beverage", 

University of Palermo. 

• Lectures at the KIWiS - Kore International Winter School: Spaces for the real life. Faculty of 

Engineering and Architecture,  Kore University of Enna. 

 

PhD Thesis: 

* Supply and demand of organic products: a market adjustment phase (cycle XVIII 2007, Faculty of 

Agriculture, supervisor). 

* Biofuels: Food or fuels? Competition between the main liquid biofuels and food prices (XXI 

cycle 2010, Faculty of Agriculture, supervisor). 

* The relationship capital in the productive systems of the Brunello di Montalcino DOCG and DOC 



Alcamo (XXIII cycle 2012, Faculty of Agriculture, supervisor). 

* The spatial components of rural development: the case study of Caltagirone (XXIII cycle 2012, 

Faculty of Agriculture, supervisor). 

 

SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES 

The scientific activity of the undersigned has been paid to issues of business economics, both for 

innovative cultures (kiwi and tropical fruit) and traditional (olive, citrus, peach), the economy 

connected with environmental issues (use of biomass for energy, peri-urban agriculture, organic 

farming), agricultural policy, agri-environment (applications of the CAP at the regional level, the 

effects of the "accompanying measures" territorial pacts) and forestry, as well as issues related to 

the market (organic products, and fruit crops of citrus). Not all of the studies can be ascribed to 

clearly to one of the issues mentioned having issues sometimes treated in different aspects (business 

and market, business and agricultural policy, environmental and market, etc..). 

Since 2007, deals with issues related to quality and safety in the food system both in research and in 

teaching. In recent years, is main interest focused on the relational and cultural aspects and 

interactions with the environment in establishing a regional system of quality. 

Below are the main scientific activities. 

• Business 

• Study of environmental interest 

• Agricultural policy, agri-environment and forestry 

• The Market Economy 

• Economics of Quality 

• Sustainable development 

 

Has collaborated with the DREAM Department of Palermo, for the drafting of the Regional Energy 

Plan; this has been the occasion for collaboration with researchers at the Faculty of Engineering. In 

particular, in the publication no. 1) "M. Beccali, M. Cellura, P. Columba, V. D'Alberti (2005), 

Assessment of technical and economical potential of biomass exploitation in Sicily - A GIS based 

methodology. Proceedings of International Conference EUROSUN ISES 2004 - Freiburg, pp. vol.3. 

422-430 (ISBN 3-9809656-0-0) ", the undersigned has handled the economic evaluations, and in 

particular those concerning the potential supply of biomass for energy. 

Within the counseling relationship with CORERAS, the undersigned has done consulting for the 

design and conduction of researches, and the final review of the reports, has also directly supervised 

the preparation of some specific parts as indicated in the publications. 



 

Other activities 

Over the years he has served on numerous committees of the Faculty (for education, school trips, 

curricula, projects ERASMUS): 

• From the period 2001 to date has been a member of the faculty committees charged with 

developing and examine proposals for the establishment of degree programs (Level I and II) 

conform to the new discipline of teaching. 

• In 2002, he participated in the commission for drafting the new regulation dealing specifically 

with the Faculty of regulation of the teaching. 

• He was appointed secretary for 2004 Class Council Environment and Territory Agro-Forestry 

(ATAF) including degree programs in "Environmental Science and Forestry" and "Agro-

engineering" of the Faculty of Agriculture of Palermo. 

• From April 2002, is the coordinator of two projects SOCRATES-ERASMUS (Valencia and 

Elche). 

• From 1995 to 2010 he was a Faculty Member of the Technical Group for the conduction of the 

farm Pietranera, collaborating in the drafting of an annual crop plan and working out the specific 

economic evaluations. 

• From 2003 to 2007 he held an annual charge of "expert advice in the activity of the Observatory 

of Sicily Food Economy", operating within the Regional Consortium for Applied Research and 

Experimentation (CO.RE.RAS ). 

• From 2003 to 2006 he served as Deputy Director of the Department of Economics of Agroforestry 

Systems (ESAF), with whom he served. 

• From 2004 to 2007 he collaborated with the Department of Energy and Environmental Research 

(DREAM), Faculty of Engineering of Palermo for the preparation of the Regional Energy Plan with 

particular reference to energy consumption in agriculture and agro-energy from forest biomass. 

• He was a member of the group of evaluators for the Emilia Romagna in the research project 

"Development of innovative methods of management of the fruits in post-harvest: the definition of 

indexes collection according to the quality of consumption and methods of conservation and 

marketing ", for admission to the financing terms of the PS , 2005. 

• From 2006 to 2008 he was a member of the Organizing Committee of the Master SIBS 

(Accommodation and protection of mountain basins of the Soil). 

• In 2007 he was a member of the Organizing Committee and Deputy Director of the Master 

"Management of quality and safety in the food chain". 



• from 2008 to 2011 has been the coordinator of the PhD in Agricultural Economics and Policy, 

University of Palermo. 

• In 2016 he is a member of the Organizing Committee and Deputy Director of the Master 

"Hospitality management Food & Beverage". 
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